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Unit Objectives:

This unit is designed to inform students of various aspects of the Korean culture.  

It incorporates Language Arts and Illustrating in the first lesson.  The second and third lessons are a two-day assignment that requires the students to Research and develop Creative Writing Letters.  The fourth lesson requires online research and playing a fun, cultural, interactive game.  The last lesson in the unit, again requires online research, and collaborating with a peer to create a Korean Food Menu; then role-playing using the menus.   

All of the lessons in the Korea Unit Plan are cross-curricular.  They incorporate more than one subject into them.  The lessons are also designed to incorporate technology into them; thus requiring the students to use website links, navigate online, and do online research. The results of their efforts are seen in the presentations or activities that they complete after doing the research.  The participation and physical results from the students are what the teacher uses for assessment measures. 

The following CT Standards are utilized in this Unit Plan’s Lessons. More information is The Connecticut State Dept. of Education site; via the link below.

http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/index.htm.
Unit Plan’s CT Standards:
Language Arts Standard 1 Grades 3-5:  Reading and Responding
1.2 Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend under-standing and appreciation.
1.4 Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts

Language Arts Content Standard 2:  Exploring and Responding to Literature

2.2 Students explore multiple responses to literature

2.4 Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

Language Arts Content Standard 3: Communicating with Others

3.1 Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive and poetic modes

3.2 Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task.

Language Art Content Standard 4: Applying English Language Conventions

4.2 Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task.

CT Social Studies Curriculum Framework Content Standard 3: Historical Themes
 CT Social Studies Curriculum Framework Content Standard 4: Applying History

CT Social Studies Curriculum Framework Content Standard 9: Places & Regions

CT Technology Education Curriculum Framework Content Standard 4: Problem Solving/ Research, and Development 

CT Visual Art Curricular Framework Content Standard 2: Elements & Principles

CT Visual Art Curricular Framework Content Standard 4: History & Culture
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Lesson 1: Folktales, Imagery, and Art
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                  Folk Tale:
“The Queen Swallow’s Gift”

Folktale link:

http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/Exhibit/Archive/grandfathershouse/lessons/taleframe.htm
Time: One 50 minute period
Objective:
· Students will be able to use the computer to read & understand a Korean Folktale.        
· Students will be able to recognize imagery and use it for illustrating.
Materials: 
· Computers in school computer lab
· Construction paper

· Drawing paper

· Crayons, markers, colored pencils

Purpose: 
· Students will understand the descriptive words in the folktale 
· Students will use imagery to create their perception of the story.
Procedure:  The teacher will introduce the word folktale, and review the term imagery. A class discussion will begin about their importance and meaning.  After discussing, the entire class will relocate to the computer lab. There they will log onto computers and be directed to the following website listed above. This will direct them to the page where they will read “The Queen Swallow’s Gift”.  The teacher will float around the lab to help students needing assistance.  After reading the folktale, they will go back to the classroom and proceed to draw illustrations, according to the visions that they generated based on the stories imagery.  
Modification: If any student has trouble reading the folktale, the teacher can read along with them, or to them. If an advanced student reader finishes ahead of time, they can be paired up to assist a slower reader.
Assessment: The teacher will evaluate the drawings according to creativity and the connection their illustration(s) make to the folktale.
Lesson 2 & Lesson 3: Researching Korean Holidays 
 & Creative Writing
Time: Two days, 50 minute period each day

Objectives:
· Students will be able to practice researching skills via the computer.
· Students will be able to practice note-taking skills.
Materials: 
· Computers in computer lab
· Student note-taking supplies

· Creative letter ideas obtained on 11/24/2006 from:

http://www.askasia.org/teachers/lessons/plan.php?no=23&era=&grade=02&geo= 


Copyright 2001. Author: Michele Forman. 

Purpose:  
· Students will learn about Korean holidays and traditions.
· Students will use newly acquired information to practice various styles of creative writing.
· Students will become comfortable with being online and using website links.
Procedure:
Day One:

The teacher will inform the class that they will be researching Korean holidays and traditions.  The class will briefly discuss holidays that we celebrate in the United States. The teacher will inform the students that they are going to be using the computers to do their research online. The teacher will give them some examples of famous Korean holidays they could research, if they choose to.  They include:
· Chusok, the Harvest Moon Festival 

· Sol-Nal, New Year’s Day 

· Chesa, an offering to ancestors 

· Paebaek, a wedding ceremony
The teacher will have students gather their note-taking supplies they will use for the class period. The entire class will go to the computer lab. The teacher will require that the students use the following links to locate their information, once they are online. The students will also write down which site they got their information from.
· www.asiasource.org/events/asiaholidays.cfm#North
· www.asiasource.org/events/asiaholidays.cfm#SouthKorea
· http://www.lifeinkorea.com/Calendar/holidays.cfm
· Holidays and Celebrations in Korea

http://www.indiana.edu/~easc/holidays/korea/korea.html
· CHUSOK:  The Korean Thanksgiving 

http://www.askasia.org/teachers/essays/essay.php?no=2&PHPSESSID=13b5de5da366088b5eb8006cc33426bd 

Day Two

Procedure:

The teacher will have the students take out the previous day’s research notes on the Korean holiday and/or tradition they researched.  The teacher will pair up students to work together.  The students will use their notes to create a letter from the list of prompts below.
Letter 1: Students write as though they are writing about their host family. If the student is Korean, s/he may wish to write about this ceremony in his/her own family, or how/if it has changed over time and if they live outside of Korea. Why is this ceremony significant to a particular belief or for basic Korean values? When does it take place? How do Koreans show its importance (i.e., days off from work, families returning home, etc.)? 

Letter 2: How does the host family practice the ceremony? How does the family prepare? Who in the family plays which roles? What needs to be done afterward? 

Letter 3/4: Students respond to group partners’ letters, asking for clarification, or further information (remind them to praise the good parts). 

Letter 5/6: Students answer group partners’ letter/s, responding to their questions. Remind them to be positive! 

**If they are not done writing the letter, they can be finished the next day.  After the letters are written, the pair will present them in front of the class. They will also tell which holiday they researched and what interesting facts they learned.
Assessment:  This assignment will be a culmination of scores. The teacher will analyze the students’ research notes and grade them according to accuracy and organization of thoughts.  They will also be graded on their citations. The teacher will read the final letters and grade on how informative it is, creativity, following the prompt, organization of thoughts, and writing neatness. The student presentations are also worth points and their ability to convey to the class what they learned.
Lesson 4:  Korea’s Children’s Day

Time: Two 50 minute class period
Objective: 
· Students will be able to use computers to research Children’s Day.
· Students will be able to practice note-taking skills.
· Students will be exposed to games from another culture.  
Purpose: 
· Students will make connections between American and Korean holidays.
· Students will make comparisons between American food and Korean food.
· Students will use technology and website links to find Korean holiday info.
· Students will play the Korean game Yut.
Materials:
· Computers in computer lab

· Student note-taking supplies

· Copy of May calendar for classroom

· Supplies for playing Yut
Procedure:


The teacher will present the term Children’s Day. The class will discuss what they think it means, or what comes to mind when they hear it.  Next, the teacher will introduce the lesson by informing the class that they are going to be using computers to locate and read information on Children’s Day, in Korea. They will bring their note-taking supplies to the computer lab. Once there and logged on, the teacher will direct the students to the link listed below on Background information.  There they will write down what information they find interesting and would they would like to share with the class. They will also visit the webpage explaining Yut, and read how to play this Korean game. Once back in the classroom, the class will share their notes of what they learned. The teacher will write on the board similarities and differences they noticed. After thorough discussion, the class will play Yut.
Assessment: The teacher will use the students’ research notes to assess their accuracy.  The teacher will also use participation in the class discussion as a means of assessment.
Links to use for assignment:

· Background information on Children’s Day (Click on Background)

http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/Byrnes-celebrations/korea2.html
· May calendar for students to use- showing Children’s Day
http://www.edhelper.com/teachers/maysample.htm
· Yut: A Traditional Korean Game (Click on Appendix)
http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/Byrnes-celebrations/korea.html
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             Lesson 5: Health and Nutrition
                  Time:  Two 50 minute periods                                                         
Objective:

· Students will be able to learn about authentic Korean foods and dishes.
· Students will be able to learn how Korean food is prepared and cooked.
· Students will be able to use technology to research Korean food.
Materials: 
· Computers in school computer lab

· Construction paper and fasteners to construct menu

· Art supplies for decorating the menus

Purpose: 
· Students will recognize the difference between Korean and American food.

· Students will use their research to construct an artistic, informative menu.
Procedures:  The teacher will inform the class that they are going to be using the computer to observe Korean foods and dishes.  They will use the links listed below to find the information they need. They will compare Korean foods with American foods in a class discussion, after the research is completed. When back in the classroom, students will be paired up to create a Korean restaurant menu. They will describe the contents of each dish and how it will look. They will illustrate the menu with pictures printed off of the internet of various Korean foods and dishes. When they are finished, each pair will present their menu.  The class will then become involved in a restaurant role play, where they students take orders and order off of the menus. 
Assessment: The teacher will evaluate the students based on their participation in the class discussion of the differences between American and Korean food.  The teacher will also grade the menus, according to neatness, accuracy, and organization.
Links to use for assignment:
· The Secret of Korean Food

http://iml.jou.ufl.edu/projects/STUDENTS/Hwang/home.htm
· www.asiafood.org

· Korean Gallery of Homes/Fan Dance

http://emedia.leeward.hawaii.edu/Frary/galleria9.htm
· http://www.cuch.org/class.asp?page=7&nid=865

· Painting/Calligraphy, Folk Materials, Craft Productions, Sculpture/Ceramics 

www.clickkorea.org/arts/collection/e_collection_o.asp
· www.asianart.com
· Painting, Buddhist Sculpture, Metalworks/Decorative Art, Ceramics

www.metmuseum.org/explore/Korea/koreaonline.htm

· Korean Art Masters
www.antiquealive.com/masters.html
· Hidden Korea

http://www.sites4teachers.com/links/redirect.php?url=http://edsitement.neh.gov/tab_lesson.asp?subjectArea=1\
Other helpful links displaying aspects of Korean culture:
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